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• How it began
– CCFS President made a $50 donation to a 

national humane effort for Katrina relief
• Did not get a warm and fuzzy feeling
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• Did not get a warm and fuzzy feeling

– Asked “What if we could care for 50 dogs?”
– Called Board members and key people asking 

the “What If?”
– And, from there the plan unfolded



Carolina Canines Carolina Canines 
Katrina Animal ReliefKatrina Animal Relief

• Scope
– Provide a resource for companion animals 

displaced due to Katrina to be cared for then 
reunited with their ownersreunited with their owners

• Mission
– To provide shelter and foster care for 

displaced pets while the owners are located 
and re-established with the goal of reuniting 
them with their pets.
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• Goals
– Provide a location where the pets would not 

be immediately adopted out
– Provide for medical care and treatment of the 

animals and improve the condition the animals and improve the condition the 
animals were in 

– Continue to search for owners
– Reunite the animals with their owners
– Provide an opportunity for local people to be 

involved hands-on
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• Logistics
– CCFS registered with multiple national organizations 

to take in animals
– Space was donated and in the same complex as 

CCFSCCFS
– Donations of food, bedding, kennels, leashes, collars, 

etc. were made
– Monetary contributions were received
– Media support was outstanding
– Volunteer turn-out was tremendous
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• Logistics (continued)
– Contact made with Dr. Kelli Ferris of NC State 

Vet School was the key 
– First group of 4 dogs arrived on October 5th– First group of 4 dogs arrived on October 5th

• Almost one-month after initiating efforts

– Second group of 21 cats arrived on October 
12th

– Third group of 37 dogs arrived on October 
19th  (9 dogs sent to Fayetteville)



Carolina Canines Carolina Canines 
Katrina Animal ReliefKatrina Animal Relief

• Logistics (continued)
– Safety

• Procedures in place to help ensure safety of 
volunteers and animalsvolunteers and animals

• Dog personalities not known therefore animal-to 
animal contact limited to avoid incidents

• Nonetheless, several incidents occurred resulting 
in volunteers being bitten
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• Logistics (continued)
– Veterinary Services provided by 

• Scott’s Hill Animal Hospital (primary for dogs)
• North College Road Animal Hospital (primary for 

cats)cats)
• Pine Valley Animal Hospital
• Four Oaks Animal Hospital
• Needham Animal Hospital
• Carolina Beach Animal Hospital
• Wrightsville Beach Animal Hospital
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• Statistics
– 1965 countable phone calls received between 

September 6 – December 2
• At peak activity, average of 200 calls within a 4 day period
• All calls were managed by the Carolina Canines staff with the • All calls were managed by the Carolina Canines staff with the 

assistance of one volunteer during 3 afternoons

– 260 volunteers
• Shift schedule managed by Carolina Canines staff

– Over 3500 volunteer hours with a value of over 
$61,390

• Volunteer logs maintained to track hours
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• Organizational effort was massive
– Shift Managers for each shift
– Schedule coordinated for a minimum of 8 

volunteers per shift, three 3 hour shifts per volunteers per shift, three 3 hour shifts per 
day, 7 days per week
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• Laundry (bedding for each animal)
– Done by volunteers often spending entire 

afternoons at a local Laundromat (M & J 
Laundry Service)Laundry Service)
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• Health issues managed
– Gastrointestinal distress
– Eye infections
– Skin infections– Skin infections
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• 32 dogs and 21 cats (plus one delivery on 
November 3rd)
– Dogs

• 11 dogs reunited with their owners
• 1 dog owner wants to  be reunited with their animal; the dog 

remains in foster care as of November 2006
• Searched for owners of 16 with the assistance of a Stealth • Searched for owners of 16 with the assistance of a Stealth 

Volunteer
• Three dogs died; 

– one following heartworm treatment another likely due to old age 
(in foster care for 5 months).  

– One dog euthanized because of unpredictable temperament 
and multiple bites to multiple people.  Will continue to try to find 
owner to notify them.

– Owners have not been found for either of these dogs.
• Letters sent to “Katrina Pet Owner” at address on record if 

there was an owner information
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• Statistics (Continued)
– Cats

• Owners identified for 18 of the 21 cats
• 20 cats have been adopted• 20 cats have been adopted
• 1 cat owner wants to be reunited and their cat 

remains in foster care as of November 2006
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• Overall success rate to this point is 
67.92%.  
– 67.92% of the owners have been contacted 

and have either chosen to have their and have either chosen to have their 
animal returned or as is the case with 14 of 
the cats, they chose to relinquish them for 
permanent adoption

• National average is 15%
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• National recognition for Carolina 
Canines for Service for the 
Katrina relief work and reuniting 
owners with their animals:owners with their animals:
– ASPCA Spring Newsletter
– United Animal Nations

• Winter 2006
• Fall 2006 Journals - Contributing 

Author



Carolina CaninesCarolina Canines
Katrina Animal ReliefKatrina Animal Relief

Reunited October 31, 2005Reunited October 31, 2005
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Reunited October 31, 2005Reunited October 31, 2005
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Reunited November 12, 2005Reunited November 12, 2005
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Reunited March and May 2006Reunited March and May 2006

Eddie with Buddy

Joe  & Dorene 
with Wimpy Debra & Ken 

with Kinny
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• Update as of April 2008:  
– Romeo’s owner has finally moved into her 

rebuilt home
– At 11½  years old, due to Romeo’s arthritis, – At 11½  years old, due to Romeo’s arthritis, 

the decision has been made that Romeo will 
remain in Wilmington under the care of his 
foster mom.
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Thank you to all the volunteers and 
supporters that made this project 

possible.


